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appears to have been caught by surprise, since the
French had feinted against Louvain while he had
hesitated to uncover Brussels.

Thus when Eugene at last arrived, but without
his troops, to join the Duke in his camp near
Brussels,  he found him sunk in  despondency.
Physical weakness was the consequence or the
accompaniment of mental depression.   He was
laid low with fever and had to be bled.   But the
presence of Eugene invigorated him.   He decided
no longer to await Eugene's dilatory army to give
him a decisive advantage in man power, but to
make an immediate counter-stroke.    Vendome,
after he had taken Bruges and Ghent, determined
to lay siege to Oudenarde, a small town which
commanded  the  Scheldt  between  Ghent  and
Tournai on the French frontier.    Marlborough
took advantage of this move to persuade the
French into believing that he was now advancing
on the Scheldt merely in order to prevent the siege
of Oudenarde, but in reality he was coming at
them with battle in mind.   When Cadogan with
the advanced guard occupied the village of Les-
sines to the right of the Scheldt the deception had
worked, for the French had no expectation of an
Allied offensive and decided to cross the Scheldt
lower down with a view to marching on Menin,
another key fortress in Allied hands.   At i a.m.
on the morning of July n Cadogan crossed the
Scheldt south of Oudenarde with sixteen bat-
talions and eight squadrons and ran into the
French advanced guard consisting of seven Swiss
battalions and twelve squadrons.   As soon as the
heads of the  main army began  to  cross  the